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Culture Points

Culture points are designed to encourage you to go beyond the requirements in the classroom, to learn more, and to have fun at the same time. These projects allow you to pursue individual interests related to Spanish and the Spanish speaking world.

You need to show evidence for each activity. The following will be considered when assigning a point value to your project:

· Educational value. Did you try something new? Did you learn something?

· Apparent time invested in the project

· Effort, neatness, and quality of work

· Opinions and personal commentary were included
Information was shared with the class in some way

· All due date deadlines were met

· All resources used were cited

Important Note: Do not simply download information and turn it in. Reports taken directly from the computer will receive little or no credit.

The bottom line is this:
The total amount of points you earn on each project will depend on how much effort you put in, and how well you present it.

The following are suggested activities for earning Culture Points. You may do each project only ONE time per year. If you have an idea for unique activity to add to the list, please let me know.

Local Events:

Día de los Muertos in Petaluma: October 1 – November 4th


10-20 points
Go to one or more of the events in Petaluma for Dia de los muertos. Write a brief report on what you saw and the similarities and differences between Dia de los Muertos and Halloween. Take or find photos and/or video. Share your experience with the class.
Mural Walk in San Francisco






15-20 points
Take a guided or self guided tour of the murals in San Francisco either online or in person.  Take pictures or video of what you see.  Write a one page report on your experience to share with the class.  Research about the murals that you see so you can learn the history.
There are always festivals, art exhibits, live music and other events in the bay area.  Check SFremezcla.com or petaluma360.com for upcoming events.
If you like FOOD . . .

Cook a meal for your family





15-20 points

Research a typical Latin American or Spanish meal and serve your family this meal, with at least three typical dishes. May be done with a partner. Include recipes, a brief report, and a review from a family member.

Create an evening in a Spanish-speaking country



20-25 points

Prepare a meal for your family and add music, art and décor that would be enjoyed in that particular country. Turn in a brief description of the evening, including recipes and artistic choices, and a review from a family member. A photograph of your evening would be great!

Teach a Cooking Lesson






15-30 points

Videotape yourself teaching us how to cook a Latin American or Spanish dish and show the video to the class.

Keep a Food Diary in Spanish





5-10 points

Write down everything you eat for a week in Spanish

Cook for the Class







15-20 points

Choose a Latin American or Spanish recipe and make enough for everyone in the class to have some. Make 2 copies of the recipe and briefly explain how you prepared it, its origin, and any other interesting information you may have.

Research Chiles







5-10 points

Write about at least four different types of chiles. Make a poster to describe how and where they’re grown, and how they’re used in different dishes. Include graphics to help us properly identify them.

Collect Labels







5 points.

Collect food products labels written in Spanish and make a collage. On the back, write a summary about what they are and comment on the significance of colors, logos, etc.

Eat in a Traditional Mexican Restaurant




5-10 points

Ask your waiter what is most traditional, and try that dish. Write a review of what you ate and what you thought. Attempt to order in Spanish. Have a waiter sign a business card indicating you did so.

Eat in a Spanish or Latin American (Not Mexican!) Restaurant

5-10 points

Ask your waiter what is most traditional, and try that dish. Write a review of what you ate and what you thought. Attempt to order in Spanish. Have a waiter sign a business card indicating you did so.

If you like ART . . .

Visit a Museum







5-20 points

Go to a museum (or visit an online museum!) with Latin American or Spanish art. Write a brief report on what you saw. Take or find photos, if possible. Share your experience with the class.

Here are a few local museums: 

The Mexican Museum in Fort Mason, San Francisco.

Research an Artist







10-20 points

Choose a Spanish-speaking artist and write an original 2 pages typed report with at least two references. Tell about the artist’s life, genre, influences, and of course, his/her work. Include photos/photocopies if possible.

Visit Exhibits








10-20 points

Visit local exhibits by Spanish-speaking artist. Write a brief report of your experience and share it with the class.

Reproduce Work







5-25 points

Reproduce work or works by a particular artist. Explain why you chose the style, a bit about the artist, and how you reproduce it.

Make an Original Piece of Art





5-25 points

Draw, paint, etc. an original piece of art in the style of a Spanish-speaking artist who interests you. Explain your work and your choice.

If you like MUSIC, PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS
 . . .

Cartoons in Spanish








5-10 points

Watch a cartoon program in Spanish (minimum 30 minutes). Write a short report, including a description of the show and vocabulary you noticed.  Planeta U and Pocoyo are a great place to start on channel 14.  They show the cartoons on Saturday mornings starting at 8am or you can record and watch them later.
Children’s Movies in Spanish





10-15 points

Rent a Disney video in Spanish (without subtitles) and watch it. Write about your experience, and include a vocabulary list.

Spanish Films with Subtitles





10-15 points

Rent a Latin American or Spanish film with English subtitles. Write a review which includes a plot summary, descriptions of main characters, and cultural observations. Include vocabulary list.

Attend a Spanish-Speaking Cultural Event



10-15 points

Attend an exhibit, performance, church service, etc. Submit a one-page report and share it with the class. Include photos, if possible.

Learn a Poem, Song, or Dance





5-15 points

Memorize and perform in front of the class or on video.

Translate a Spanish Song






5-15 points

Play a cassette or CD of the song along with the words typed out in both Spanish and English. Explain the significance of the song and why you chose it.

Write Music








5-15 points

Write original music to accompany a Spanish poem.

Play or Sing a Spanish Song






15-35 points

Record yourself using a tape recorder or video recorder, or play/sing in front of the class. Be sure to include the words to the song in writing, explain their significance, and tell about the artist.

If you like HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY . . .

Research a Spanish-Speaking Country




10-20 points

Write a 2-page typed report with at least one MORE page of graphics and/or illustrations. Cite at least two resources.
Research a Spanish-Speaking Country




10-20 points

Write a 2-page typed report with at least one MORE page of graphics and/or illustrations. Cite at least two resources.
Research a Well-Known Latino American




10-20 points

Same requirements as above.

Research the History of California an its Spanish Ancestry

10-20 points

Write a report about California’s Spanish roots. Same requirements as above.

Research Bilingual Education in America




20-40 points

Write about the history of Bilingual Education. What are the current facts, figures, and controversies? Attempt to understand both sides of the issue. Write a 2-page typed report, citing at least two resources.

If you like to DRAW, BUILD, CUT AND PASTE . . .

Make a Map I







5-20 points

Make a map of a Spanish-speaking country, noting areas of interest, geographical/topographical points of interest, capital and prominent cities, etc.

Make a Map II







10-20 points

Make a map of the world, noting all the Spanish-speaking countries, their populations, capital cities and major exports. Calculate how many Spanish speakers there are in the world today.

Make a Craft








5-20 points

Make a Spanish or Latin American holiday or traditional craft. Write about what it is and what its cultural significance is.

Make a poster







5-20 points

Make a large poster of about a famous Spanish-speaking person (artist, scientist, politician, athlete, actor, etc.) Include a short biography, career highlight, and other pertinent information. Cite your resources.

Make a Model







25-30 points

Make a model of a famous Latin American or Spanish monument or artifact. You may use a kit or 3D puzzle. Bring the model to class and include a short written description of the monument or artifact and its history/significance.

Cut out Latino or Spanish Ads





10 points

Cut out ads from Spanish magazines and/or newspapers and make a collage. Write a brief commentary on what you notice.

If you like to TRAVEL . . .

Rent a Travel Video or Collect Travel Information


15-35 points

Plan a “fantasy” trip to a Spanish-speaking country or region. Write up a 7-day itinerary and budget and share it with the class.

Tell Us About Your Travels






5-20 points

If you have traveled to a  Spanish-speaking country, write about it and share it with the class. Include where you went, what you did, what you ate, and what you thought of it.

Travel to a Spanish-Speaking  Country




10-40 points

Keep a travel log. Take photos. Bring souvenirs. Tell us about it!

If you like to READ . . .

Read a Magazine Article






10-15 points

Read an article in Spanish and write a summary. Be sure to note the title, author, and source. Include 10 new vocabulary words in Spanish.

Read Spanish Literature I






5-15 points

Read a children’s book in Spanish and summarize. Be sure to note the title, author, and source. List 10 words you didn’t know and 10 more that you did.

Read Spanish Literature II






20-40 points

Read a novel in Spanish and write a book report on it.

Read a Spanish Newspaper






5-15 points

La Voz is  popular and easy to find. You can find Spanish Newspapers online also!

Choose an article that you can understand and write about it. In addition, circle 10 new vocabulary words and underline 10 words that you already know.

If you can SEW OR USE YOUR HANDS WELL . . .

Sew a Costume







10-30 points

Sew part of all of a regional or historical costume.

Make a Flag








5-15 points

Make a large flag of a Spanish-speaking country. Write a brief summary of the flag’s history and significance.

Build a Diorama







10-20 points

Build a diorama of any Spanish speaking city or culture.

If you want to PRACTICE YOUR SPANISH . . .

Speak Spanish







10 points

Spend at least 30 minutes talking with a friend or relative who speaks Spanish. Either tape record or videotape the conversation, and be sure it is audible. (This option available second semester only.)

If you want to GET TO KNOW SPANISH SPEAKING PEOPLE . . . 

Host a Student from a Spanish-Speaking Country


5-15 points

Write a narrative about your experience and impressions.

Interview a Native Spanish Speaker




5-15 points

Find a Spanish speaker who lives or works in our community. Interview him or her and write a report of what you learned. Include a list of at least 10 questions.

Arrange for a Spanish-Speaking  Guest Speaker



15-25 points

Invite someone you know to come to the class and talk about a topic of interest.

If you like LANGUAGE








Research Spanish Dialects






5-30 points

Research the differences between Spanish spoken in different parts of the world and how the regional languages evolved. Make a mini-dictionary of how to say particular words in different countries.

If you are ON-LINE/INTERNET/VIDEO/COMPUTER LITERATE. . .

The sky’s the limit! Make a web page, create a PowerPoint presentation, follow the weather or political climate in a particular city or region, make a movie, etc., etc., etc.  
Points will be decided on creativity and effort. NOTE: You MUST have your project pre-approved BEFORE beginning or you may receive little or no credit. Please see me before you start.

 . . . Most of all . .  .

